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to assimilate so much of his wisdom. Now for the first
time I was receiving a clear, definite insight into the enig-
matic interspaces on the checkerboard of life and death.
"The physical karma or desires of man must be com-
pletely worked out before his permanent stay in astral
worlds becomes possible,'* my guru elucidated in his
thrilling voice. "Two kinds of beings live in the astral
spheres. Those who still have earthly karma to dispose
of and who must therefore reinhabit a gross physical
body in order to pay their karmic debts may be classified,
after physical death, as temporary visitors to the astral
world rather than as permanent residents.
"Beings with unredeemed earthly karma are not per-
mitted after astral death to go to the high causal sphere
of cosmic ideas, but must shuttle to and fro from the
physical and astral worlds only, conscious successively
of their physical body of sixteen gross elements, and their
astral body of nineteen subtle elements. After each loss
of his physical body, however, an undeveloped being
from the earth remains for the most part in the deep
stupor of the death-sleep and is hardly conscious of the
beautiful astral sphere. After the astral rest, such a man
returns to the material plane for further lessons, gradu-
ally accustoming himself, through repeated journeys, to
the worlds of subtle astral texture.
"Normal or long-established residents of the astral uni*
verse, on the other hand, are those who, freed forever
from all material longings, need return no more to the
gross vibrations of earth. Such beings have only astral
and causal karma to work out. At astral death these
beings pass to the infinitely finer and more delicate causal
world. At the end of a certain span, determined by
cosmic law, these advanced beings then return to Hiranya-
loka or a similar high astral planet, reborn in a new
astral body to work out their unredeemed astral karma.
"My son, you may now comprehend more fully that
I am resurrected by divine decree," Sri Yukteswar con-
tinued, "as a saviour of astrally reincarnating souls com-
ing back from the causal sphere, in particular, rather
than of those astral beings who are coming up from the
earth. Those from the earth, if they still retain vestiges